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So the Muslim State provided the conquered
peoples with two privileges or two boons, totally
unknown under the old regime, i.e., (1) tolerance and
religious liberty, and (2) just and moderate taxes
which were levied according to established laws and
limits. Thus tolerance and moderation were much
responsible for paving the way of conquest before
the Arabs, assuring for them the sympathy of the
conquered peoples and, in many instances, their actual
assistance against the Roman Empire.
Now, should we not ask, what was the secret of
the spread of Islam with such extraordinary rapidity
among the conquered peoples ? Why those peoples,
who were accorded liberty of faith and conscience,
preferred to abandon their religions and creeds in
order to embrace the religion of the new State ? and
how Muslim policy was able, with such tolerance and
moderation, to create, in less than a century, great
Muslim nations in Persia, Syria, Egypt, Africa and
Spain ? This astounding problem was the result of
many political, economical and social factors which
dictated to' the Government of the Caliphs its policy
towards the new subjects. Personal ambition and
desire to preserve social position also contributed to
its creation. Moreover, we shall see that its realiza-
tion with such a speed was not always in conformity
with the material interests of the Caliphate. The tol-
erance of the Muslim State was, in fact, limited to the
liberty of faith and rites; it did not comprise all the
social and civil manifestations of daily life. The non-
Muslim peopleN were always considered by Muslim
society as inferior from the social point of view; in
the field of public life, they were deprived of the
protection, respect and pride which the Muslims
enjoyed. This distinction dates from the early days
of Islam; it was officially designed and laid down by
the State. Omar ibn al-Khattab, the second Caliph,
was the first to formulate this policy towards the